
Adventure 
in Sweden´s most 

southerly wilderness 

Floating peacefully down the river Klarälven on a raft fulfi lled one of my most 
cherished childhood dreams. Seeing Värmland’s wild nature and the tiny 
villages of the Klarälven valley from the river gave me the feeling that the 

bustle and stress of everyday life had ceased to exist.
 
We placed the third and 
fi nal layer of logs on our 
raft construction. We tied 
them one after the other 
with ingenious half hitch-
es round the logs beneath. 
The bottom layer had al-
ready disappeared under 
the water surface - it was 
our keel. We tied logs at 
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both ends of the raft to 
serve as seats. They were 
like solid round railings 
separating us from the 
water and giving us a sur-
prising feeling of security 
as if they   guaranteed our 
safety. 

One of my companions 
put a grill on the deck at 

what I thought was the fore 
of the boat but turned out 
to be the aft. He took some 
dry birch wood from a sack 
and suddenly, through the 
damp of the morning mist, 
we were comforted by the 
cheerful crackle of our litt-
le fi re.

Northern Värmland is an ex-
cellent region for recreation 
and holidays. 

The river, the hills and the 
deep forests offer unlimited 
opportunities to experience 
nature. 

To give you a chance to expe-
rience Värmland’s nature at 
close hand, the company “Vild-
mark i Värmland” offers you 
some wilderness activities. 

One of our activities is a 
timber raft trip. You travel for 
a whole week on a timber raft 
about 100 km down the river 
Klarälven. We are pleased 
to say that during 2002, Our 
Timber Rafting Holidays on 
the river Klarälven have been 
awarded the title “Natures 
Best” which is the Quality 
Award for Ecotourism. 

Ecotourism - Unforgettable 
experiences with Nature.

A timber raft 
- my heart´s desire

OSLO

STOCKHOLM

COPENHAGEN

UNFORGETTABLE OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES - www.vildmark.se



I felt likeI felt like
Tom SawyerTom Sawyer

At that moment I was 
reborn or at least reincar-
nated to my boyhood. I 
suddenly ditched forty of 
my forty-eight years and 
stood like an eight-year-
old boy ready to step 
onto his homemade raft 
and drifting into the big 
adventure of the river. 

I suddenly knew 
that, without being quite 
aware of it, this was what 
I had always sought. 
I was born on a river 
bank. I was wakened 
each morning of my boy-
hood by the lights of 
myriads of small fi shing 
boats that, coughing and 
puffi ng, steamed up the 
river to the quay by the 
fi sh market, where their 
loads of eels, herrings, 
cod and halibut would 
be sold. 

I had often at that 
time scraped the mor-
ning frost off my win-
dow and looked out over the black river 
beneath the house of my birth and I was 
transformed, in my imagination, to a pi-
rate ravaging its peaceful shores. 

On that same river, I was accepted 
early one summer morning as deck boy 
on the white archipelago boat that trans-
ported the town’s citizens out to the is-
lands a few miles south down the estu-
ary. Standing there in the prow of that 
white steamboat, I dreamt that I was Tom 
Sawyer on his way to Jackson Island on 
the Mississippi. I snapped out orders 
to Huck Finn, the Redhanded, and Joe 
Harper, the Terror of the Seas.

FULL SPEED AHEAD: 
2 KNOTS!

But now, we had cast off the heavy 
three-layer timber raft from the banks of 
Klarälven for the sixty mile journey on 
that peaceful current. There I was again 
in the prow of the steamer on my child-
hood river in the village of my birth - I 
the forty-eight-year-old, balding, chief 
editor was reincarnated as the blond lad 
who just then happened to be Tom Saw-
yer , Black Avenger of the Spanish Main. 

I turned round to the other boys - the 
recently retired fl oating foreman, the 

forty-three-year-old forest offi cer, the 
forty-two-year-old consultant, and the 
thirty-three-year-old civil servant - and I 
saw my crew waiting for me to command 
them to hoist the imaginary main-sail 
and top-sail, to luff against the imaginary 
wind-and to fall a compass point, just as 
if we had control over our heavy craft as 
it was sucked into the main stream and 
swept along at the hair-raising speed of 
two knots. At least we raised the fl ag. 
The water lapped just under our boots. 
Our raft was loaded with mature man’s 
drinks but also with an abundance of de-
licious food, with knifes, ropes, paddles, 
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Tom Sawyer

poles and the tent that would shelter us 
on some shore bank. An occasional wisp 
of smoke from our woodfi re roused fears 
that the redskins might be lurking there 
in the heights.

WE FLOAT QUIETLY
DOWN THE RIVER
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The journey took us fi ve days. One of our 
group had to leave us early because of 
some totally meaningless business in the 
equally meaningless capital city - what 
there could compensate him for the ad-
venture that he was leaving? 

Around us fl oated timber from a 
far distant lumber camp up the river. It 
was on its way to the timber yard and 
pulp factory. A troup of boy scouts in 
canoes with all the colours of the rain-
bow swopped down on us like a school 
of porpoises. We exchanged passwords 
in broken German since they came from 
Hamburg. An elk turned round into 
the forest on the river bank and disap-
peared behind the trees. Mark Twain 
smiled down on us from his balcony in 
Paradise. We sang a song, Huckleberry 
Finn, sorry, the fl oating foreman, had a 
fi ne bass. We raised our camping mugs 
and the warmth of our drinks seeped 
into us. 

Peace descended upon our souls. My 
only memory is of slight bumps when we 
softly collided with the wet logs and the 
lapping of ripples against our welltied 
raft. To the accompaniment of creaking 
ropes, someone suggested that we star-
ted a new fi libuster society, a political 
party for the conservation of the new an-
cient values. I felt an ever stronger need 
for a party for the conservation of my 
refound childhood. It was like this. Just 

then, while the raft glided with majestic 
tranquility and Sweden climbed up on 
either side to hight ledges and smiled at 
me a moment later from open meadows 
with small red cottages and a substantial 
farm, I felt that I had always carried the 
river within me ever since I was small - 
or was it the river that had carried me?

The river had carried me and deep down 
in my heart I had always longed for es-
cape, Jackson’s Island, the gang of blood 
brothers, adventure. And, I swore an 
oath over a glass of Värmlands porter. 
I shall return. Every year this river of 
youth will purge me from my manhood 
years. The raft will bear me back to my 
origins. 

Finally the heavy craft rammed into 
the sandbank. I waded ashore, bent be-
neath my heavy rucksack, dry-footed in 
my long wellingtons. A blonde standing 
beside a red car waved to me. Have I real-
ly got a wife? Am I really so grown up? 
She said that I looked like a big school-
boy and gave me a kiss. Perhaps she 
knew about the secret raft on the river 
deep down in my heart.

I SHALL RETURN

Bertil Torekull



Beaver

Few who follow the river Klarälven in a canoe or
later with beavers. This was not the case a 

stock was annihilated in th

There were no beavers until 1922 when some 
Norwegian beavers were introduced to Bjurälven 
in Jämtland. Uddeholm timber  company   sett- 
led in a few pairs around 1924 including some in 
lake Stora Ullen east of Hagfors. They thrived in 
their new homes and multiplied, so that they are 
now spread over most of the county. The north-
ern part of the Klarälven has plenty of them. Es-
timates suggest that Värmland now has several 
thousand of these very interesting animals. 

Your fi rst association with the word “beaver” 
is surley the animal’s unique architecture in the 
form of dams and dens. Many people have seen 
examples of the beaver’s engineering skills, but 
few have seen the engineer himself in action. 
This is not surprising because the beaver is a 
very shy animal, who disappears at the fi rst sign 
of danger . 

The beaver is like a giant water vole and he is 
our largest rodent since he can be up to three feet 
long excluding another eighteen inches for the 
fl at scaled tail. His weight can be up to about six-
ty-fi ve pounds. He is webfooted at the back while 
his front feet are so supple and well-controlled 
that it would be nearer the mark to call them 
hands. His coat is brown and extremely compact. 
The whole animal  is  singularly  welladapted   to 
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The timber raft trip down the 
river Klarälven starts in a fi eld 
beneath the hill Branäsberget 
(567 meter = 1860 ft above sea 
level). The logs for building the 
timber raft lie there on the wa-
ter’s edge. The hill, Branäsberget, 
is a winter sports centre with ski 
slopes of international class.
 

The church of Dalby with 
Sweden´s tallest wooden tower.

Clinic, shops,
dispensing chemists.

The church of Norra Ny, a slat 
clad timber church built in 1764. 
A picture of St Olov from the 
13th century is a relic of the 
pilgrimages to Nidaros (today 
Trondheim in Norway).
Shop, post.

Thered slat clad church was built 
in the I7th century. It’s grave-
yard has about two hundered 
iron crosses with chiming leaves. 
Shops, bank, post.

Meeting place and 
destination for the 
timber raft trip down 
the river Klarälven.



Grayling

r

r on a raft can avoid coming in contact sooner or 
few decades ago because our native beaver 

he late nineteenth century.

its life in water. Beavers are completely vegetar-
ians, so rumours that they catch fi sh or crawfi sh 
are false. During the summer they delight in eat-
ing various kinds of herbs besides the leaves and 
twigs of sallow, asp and birch. During the winter 
they have to connect themselves with the twigs 
and leaves. 

They need, of course, access to water and 
moreover the depth of the water is quite critical 
because the entrances to their dens must be so 
far under the surface that the winter ice never 
blocks the entrance. That is why they build their 
typical dams in suitable streams. 

Beavers do not hibernate as many other ani-
mals do. They are fully active the whole winter. 
However, since the snow and ice stop their ac-
tivities outside, they must gather winter stocks 
of food during the late summer and autumn. 
They stick boughs of sallow, asp and birch into 
the bottom of the dam and from this supply they 
can collect their food when the need arises. 

The beavers in the Klarälven seldom build 
dens but rather dig themselves into the banks 
of the river, and it is therefore diffi cult for the 
passing canoeists to spot their lairs. In the den 
or hole which is often quite spacious with seve-
ral “rooms” the female gives birth to her young, 

up to three of them, in the middle 
of May after six weeks’ pregnancy. 
She has already driven out the male 
and last year’s offspring, which must 
camp out somewhere until the new-
born have grown a bit. The family 
then reassembles and a beaver colony 
can therefore consist of fi ve to seven 
animals, that is, the parents, last 
year’s offspring and this year’s, who 
all pass the winter together. 

If you see a really typical beaver 
encampment with dam, den and eve-
rything you will be tempted to be-
lieve that it is the result of exceptional 
intelligence. This is by no means the 
case. Their building ability is com-
pletely inborn - they, by pure instinct, 
build their constructions as if they 

It is a wonderful experience to catch graylings in the twilight mist, 
to cook them direct on the beach and to enjoy this fragrant fi sh on a typical 

Värmland summer evening.

We came to Klarälven soon after 
midsummer from Southern Lapland 
where our local stream was fi lled to 
the brim because of melting snow 
on the fell and where the birch blos-
som had just opened. We were met by 
Klarälven’s glittering water and its soft 
green idyllic dale. The wild roses were 
already in bloom along its banks. 

The idea of a visit 
to Klarälven had 
often fi red my ima-
gination. And, here 
we were. We foll-
owed the pilgrim’s 
way northwards. 
The tourist bureau 
in Sysslebäck of-
fered us friendly as-
sistance. We bought 
our fi shing licences 
and were instructed 
on where we could 
camp and fi sh. We 
found a pleasant 
spot near where the 
river opens out to 
lake Vingängsjön and set up our tent 
on the grassy river bank. 
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were guided by deductive reasoning. 
Anyway, they are fantastically inter-
esting creatures and it is very nice to 
have them once again among our na-
tive fauna. 

The beaver is today allowed to be 
hunted in Värmland. Their dams and 
dens is still protected. The only exep-
tion is that certain property owners 
have been given special license to 
catch beavers that have done a lot of 
damage. This has given them com-
pensation in the way of a tasty steak 
and a warm Davy Crocket cap.

It was a beautiful evening. We rested a 
while before fi shing and saw a stranger 
come, change into his fi shing togs and 
pull up his hight wading boots. We 
exchanged a few words with him and 
looked enviously at his new rod. He 
noticed, smiled and said that is was 

light and worked 
very well indeed. 
Then he waded out 
to his favourite spot 
- he had obviously 
fi shed there before. 

When the twi-
light came the fi sh 
started to jump in 
the calm water near 
the bank. I waded 
out into the river 
with my fl y-fi shing 
rod, line gut and two 
fl ies. I established a 
good footing in the 
lively current and 
started to cast. Soon 

I saw the fi rst signs - fi sh snapping at 
the fl ies. I changed my position and 
extended my cast in an attemt to reach 

TWILIGHT FISHING

Bo  Österlöf



the fi sh. When a grayling has snapped at 
a fl y, you can be pretty sure that there 
are others around. Soon I had hooked 
and the feeling of satisfaction crept up 
through my body. 

While the twilight fell and gave 
way to darkness, I fi shed intensively in 
Klarälven’s murmuring water. Grayling 
jumped, bit, got away, or, got caught, and 
life was pleasant. The woman who had 
been my companion on many journeys 
was fi shing near the shore. She rhythmi-
cally swung her rod, softly wound her 
reel and rinsed her hands in the water 
after each catch with a bending of the 
knees that I had learnt to recognize.

BRED, BUTTER AND
GRAYLING

EQUIPMENT

How to build a
Timber raft 

The timber rafts that we 
use on the Klarälven are 
both easy to build and 
easy to dismantle after 
the trip. Logs about 3 met-
res (= nine feet) long and 
rope are the only materi-
als allowed.

Clove hitch Half hitch Clove hitch

about 3 metres

The timber raft consists of three layers 
(sometimes four layers) of logs. You start 
lashing the bottom layer by tying rope 

round each end of a 
log about one foot in. 

The logs in the bottom 
layer should be thick 

and of about the same dia-
meter. The half hitches should not 

be pulled too tight or the raft will be too 

The second layer is 
laid between. See to 
it that the space is 
fi lled.
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It was dark when we stopped fi shing. 
We gathered dry branches, made a fi re, 
boned and skinned the fi sh. We put them 
in a two litre pan with just enough water 
to cover them and a fi st full of salt. Then 
we put the pan on the fi re to boil up and 
simmer for a quarter of an hour. Then we 
feasted on grayling from Klarälven. We 
sat on the bank by the light of our little 
fi re and enjoyed the delicious fl avour of 
the fresh grayling eaten from our bare 

Perhaps it would not be a miss to say 
something about tackle for grayling fi sh-
ing. When we fi sh together, my partner 
usually takes a reel whereas I take the fl y 
fi shing rod. I am however quite happy to 
use the reel myself. It is important that 
the rod and reel are well matched. My 
partner prefers a top action rod but I nev-
er liked that kind of tackle for grayling 
but prefer a rod that works right down to 
the hands. It is fortunate that good selec-
tion of both kinds are available. 

In northern Sweden you can catch 
grayling with reel or spinner and wet 
fl ies if you use a cast fl oat. We found that 
the grayling of Klarälven responded to 
the same treatment. There are, however, 
periods when the grayling swim deep 
and ignore fl ies. In that case, a little Drop-
pen type spinner is the right answer. I 
promise that I shall be jealous if you get 
to Klarälven before my next visit.

rigid.  Two somewhat thinner logs are 
now bound across at right angles to the 
logs in the bottom layer and about one 
foot from the ends. Between these two 
logs, the next layer is laid.

Then you start in the same way to lay 
the top layer with two outside logs tied at 
right angles to the second layer. You pack 
tightly between these two with evenly 
thick logs which do not need to be tied. 

fi ngers. With bread, butter  and  water. 
Nature’s banquet.

Gösta Laestander



Finally, you lock the top layer in place by tying two thick 
logs across the ends. These make useful benches for the 
journey. You have to build two parts of the raft, each one   

Bench

about 3 metres about 3 metres

This picture shows 
half a timber raft

Do not use nails or wire, or such like for building 
the timber raft. Do not light fi res direct on the 
logs. The timber will be used later in the paper 
mills and impurities like metal, soot etc. can com-
pletely ruin the paper pulp.

Please do not litter the countryside. You came to en-
joy unspoiled nature - let the next person also enjoy 
it when they come to Värmland.

Never dive into unknown water. There could be snags 
under the surface that you cannot see. Be wary of 
strong current water.

Remember to take camera, binoculars, bathing t o g s , 
togs, fi shing tackle, waterproofs, wellingtons, na- t u r e 
ture books and games.

EQUIPMENT FOR THE
TIMBER RAFT TOUR

The price includes standard equipment such as: 
logs and rope for building, paddle and poles for 
manoeuvering, security equipment, transfer from 
Gunnerud to the site where you will build your 
timber raft.

As extra you can hire tent, kitchen equipment with 
camping stove, sleeping bags, even buy fi shing li-
cence and provision pack for the week.

Knacks

Since the raft is held together by rope and nothing else, it is 
rather important that the knots are tied correctly. Your own knots 

that you usually tie might be completely inadequate here. 
The logs are constantly in motion and it could be dangerous if the 

ropes and logs loosen during the voyage. Here are the knots 
to use for building and controlling the raft.

A half hitch is made by turn-
ing a simple loop and thread-

ing it over the log.

A clove hitch is often used to 
fasten a rope to a trunk, or 

ring, or such like.

A clove hitch with an extra 
turn locks the rope effectively 

but is nevertheless 
easy to loosen.

The reef-knot is the most usual 
knot for two ropes of the same 
thickness. If you tie it wrong 
you may have tied a granny 

which will not hold.

The sheet bend is especially 
useful if one of the ends 

has a loop or ring.

The bowline is used when you 
want a stable loop that can be 

hooked over a pole or tree 
stub to moor the raft.

The right knot for the right job. 
Tie knots that you can untie.
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3 x 3 metres, which you tie together with ropes, so that 
they fl oat side by side. This gives a total area of about 
eighteen square metres.

knots

s ,
e

EQUIPMENT FOR THE
TIMBER RAFT TOUR

The price includes standard equipment such as: 
logs and rope for building, paddle and poles for
manoeuvering, security equipment, transfer from
Gunnerud to the site where you will build your
timber raft.

As extra you can hire tent, kitchen equipment with
camping stove, sleeping bags, even buy fi shing li-
cence and provision pack for the week.!Please

notice

withwith
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The source of the Klarälven 
is lake Femunden in Nor-
way, but that lake collects 
water even from lake Rogen 
in Sweden’s Härjedal. Lake 
Femunden is not dammed 
and there are no plans to 
dam it. 

Between lake Femun-
den and the Swedish bor-
der , the river is quite rapid 
with a total fall of about 
1100 feet. Yet it serves only 
two minor power stations, 
one at the Sagnfossen (5 
MW) nine miles upstream 
from the border and one at 
Lutufallet (15 MW) just over 
a mile upstream. 

About seven miles 
downstream the river is 
blocked by a two hundred 
and fi fty foot dam, which 
builds a lake eight miles 
long. The power station at-
tached to this dam yields 
120 MW (120000 kW). 

Below Höljes the river 
is again quite rapid for 
twenty-one miles down to 
lake Vingängsjön. There 
are no power stations along 
that stretch. Between lake 
Vingängsjön and Edebäck 
the river meanders sixty-
six miles with a total fall of 
only thirty feet. The bends 
are big ones - Thirty-one 
to the west and thirty-two 
to the east. The river fl ows 
at just over one mile per 
hour along this stretch with 
slight variations depending 
on the quantity of water. 

There are no less than 
six power stations between 

Edebäck and Munkfors, but 
even so, large stretches are not 
part of the dams. The last dam 
is at Forshaga. Deje has boat 
connection with lake Vänern 
but that is a thing of the past. 

The only large dam on the 
river is the one at Höljes. So 
far only the tributaries Letten, 
Tåsan and Uvån have been ex-
ploited for power production. 
The power station on the Let-
ten is a pump station. 

The fl ow of water out of the 
mouth of the river was most in 
1916 when 1600 m3/sec fl owed 
out. The average spring fl ood 
produces 500 m3/sec. The mini-
mum recorded was in 1959 
when only 30 m3/sec fl owed 
out. The overall average is 160 
m3/sec. 

Immediately after the last 
ice age, the valley was a long 
sea fjord in which thick layers 
of sediment were deposited. 
The rise of the land after the re-
lease of the ice pressure caused 
the fjord to shrink to a river 
– the Klarälven. 

Timber fl oating has been 
organized on the river from 
the early eighteen thirties until 

1991. The last years about six million logs for paper pulp were 
fl oated down each year. The pulp timber was stripped at vari-
ous terminals along the banks. About 95% of the pulp timber 
came from the Norwegian part of the river.

 

TRAVELLING ARRANGEMENTS

GUNNERUD The timber raft trip starts with a meeting 
at Gunnerud close to the river Klarälven about 95 kilo-
metres north of Karlstad. You receive the equipment you 
have rented and we will give you information about the 
timber raft trip. The fi rst night you sleep in tents (bring 
your own if you do not rent one) at Gunnerud, where you 
also park your car. Next morning we transport the peop-
le and equipment to the building place in Branäsäng.

BRANÄSÄNG This fi eld lying about 100 kilometres north 
of Gunnerud is the launching site for the timber raft trip. 
You build your own timber raft. For your own safety your 
work will be supervised by an expert. As soon as your 
timber raft is completed you can load your cargo and cast 
off.

KLARÄLVEN The river fl ows with an even speed of about 
2 kilometres per hour. This gives you time and opportu-
nity to study nature and animals along the river, to swim, 
to fi sh or whatever you wish. You sleep in the tent on the 
bank or on the carefully moored timber raft. The timber 
raft trip ends at Gunnerud. You untie the timber raft and 
you return the borrowed equipment. The arrangement 
lasts a whole week. We also have I-day and 5-days tours.

Bo Lundén (formerly log driving manager on Klarälven)
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